Introduction
Hardly any other field in geography has changed so fundamentally in the last 10 (Hurni 1996 (Hurni 1992) . Figure   1 shows part of one of the first topographical maps to have been completely drawn up by one of these Systems (Hurni 1995 (Imhof 1941 (Salicev 1960) . Owing to the rise of new topics, data, media and opportunities for description and also to the changed demands of (visual) habits and needs of the targeted audience, a new dual concept was formulated for the «Atlas of Switzerland» in 1995 (Sieber & Bär 1996) . A modular structure, arranged according to main and sub-topics, allows for constant vertical extension; and it makes possible the thematic-horizontal, and absorption of topical Contents (Figures 2 and 3 Figure 5 ). Two current projects will be described in closer detail. Germany). Figure 6 shows an example of production at IGN. 
